From the Pastor’s Desk-

I attended a continuing ed seminar, and the talk was once again that the future of church is changing.  I listened with a lot of mixed emotions as I am still grieving the closing of Saint John’s UCC in Coopersburg. (My previous call)  In my darkest moments it stirs a lot of fear in my heart.  I also fight within myself that I have to live within God’s great plan.  I want to push my way through and make things go my way.  In reality, I cannot take you the church, where you are not prepared to go.  My job is not to create “church” but invite you in the confidence of faith to create a community.   That being said, it is important that we continue to talk about what you want your church to be?   I am going to be painfully honest, without intentional outreach to the community and the willingness to explore new avenues of faith and community, churches are dying.

That does not mean Christ is not present, but perhaps giving us the tough love lesson that institutional faith, and love of tradition more than listen and serving Christ was the very message he stood against.  As a body of Christ, we are going to continue to wrestle with that tension.  As we live in this time of transition I want to encourage you to continue to pray and participate in honest dialogue about the future.  Your voice and participation matter!

Given the reality, I am not without hope.  Faith communities are thriving and learning and leaning into new ways.  Including this church.  As we continue a new path, there will be growing pains and adjustments, but I do believe in the end Christ will take us exactly where he wants us.

As always, my door is open and I am happy to make home visits.

In Christ’s name,

Pastor Teresa 

Please Note:

In response to meeting the needs of the congregation, the consistory has agreed to hold one Sunday each month of the summer season inside our church sanctuary.  This will be the 2nd Sunday of the month:  June 19, July 14, and Aug. 11th.    Please Note:  There will be no communion in the grove on July 7th due to the holiday weekend.  Communion will be served at the inside service on July 14th.

A Note 🎵 From Ralien 🎶 
Riding into work this morning (Amey drives, I’m definitely the passenger princess) I can see Spring everywhere I look. It’s always been my favorite season, Easter, my birthday, flowers, new life….SPRING! 

But we can’t have the beauty of spring, if we haven’t gone through winter. Those amazing spring flowers that will push their way though half frozen ground to show their color… they won’t bloom if their bulbs haven’t had a hard frost first. 

So if you are in “a winter season” in your life, take hope. Spring will come. We have the hope of new life, and this gives us a reason to sing. If you are experiencing spring in your life, rejoice and sing! Maybe your life season feels more like the long hot days of summer, peaceful and still…lift your voice and sing! Finally, if your life season is fall, a season of change, of letting go, and of exquisite beauty…sing to the One who loves you and walks with you. 

No matter the circumstances- we Sing On! 


       
We welcomed three new members into our Trinity (Great Swamp U.C.C. church family on April 14, 2024

Harold Siegfried joins us by Affirmation of Faith.  He is retired and enjoys hunting, fishing, dogs, painting and religious studies.  He is ordained through Universal Life Church.  Harold served in the U.S. Army from 1993-2001.

     His contact information is:  401 E. State Street, Apt. 102

                                                  Coopersburg, PA   18036

            Cell phone:  484-426-8579

            E-mail:  Harolds848@gmail.com
Amey & Ralien Besch join us by letter of transfer from Trinity Christian United Church of Christ, Skippack, PA   On Nov. 5, 2023, Ralien began as our Church Musician.  We are most appreciative of both Ralien & Amey sharing their time and musical talents with our church family.

They have been married for ten years and they live with their three cats, Father Eddie, Sister Prudence, and Lil, and three dogs, Jedi, Iggy, and Ellen. They have four grown kids, Jonathan, Chloe, Molli and Kason. 

Amey and Ralien both work for the Corporate office of Acts Retirement-Life Communities. 

In their “spare time” they have a ministry called Till Eternity. A few of the things Till Eternity offers are: original music, Bible studies written and published by Ralien and Amey, a puppet ministry (many of you met Leo recently), conference speaking and preaching. At the heart of their ministry, these ladies spend time counseling and encouraging LGBTQ + people who have been hurt by churches. 

Amey is also a Philadelphia sports phan, the Phillies being her favorite team. Ralien enjoys gardening her flowers. 

Their contact information is:  5155 W. Saucon Ave.

                                               Center Valley, PA   18034 Ralien’s cell:  445-200-7906   
  e-mail:  mrsbesch@hotmail.com
Amey’s cell:   215-801-4803     
e-mail:  ameybesch@hotmail.com
   
Prayer of St. Brendan the Navigator

Help me to journey beyond the familiar

And into the unknown.

Gibve me the faith to leave old ways

And break fresh ground with You.

Christ of the mysteries, I trust You

To be stronger than each storm within me.

I will trust in the darkness and know

That my times, even now, are in Your hand.

Tune my spirit to the music of heaven,

And somehow, make my obedience count for You.

Amen
Our sincere get well wishes to those who were recently hospitalized.

Chad Freed

We pray you’re feeling better soon!

Hospital Stays – PLEASE NOTE1!!

Hospitals do not automatically notify us when a member is hospitalized, baby is born, death occurs, etc.
A federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information by hospitals.  As a result, the pastor and church office may not know that a member of the church has been admitted to the hospital.  If you are hospitalized and would like to notify the pastor, it is important that you (or a family member) contact us at the church office.  Remember, Hospitals no longer can provide his information
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Our condolences…
We extend our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family and friends of Carol Vitek.  Carol passed away on April 4, 2024 at the age of 81.  She had been a Sr. Choir member and also had participated ringing with the Trinity Bell Choir for many years.  Services were held on April 10, 2024.  

May the peace and love of God be with their family & friends and grant them comfort and strength at this time, and may the faith of the resurrected Christ be their hope.
The 2024 Altar Flower sponsorship calendar is available for sign-ups ($10.00 per Sun.).  You can send an e-mail to the church office (Office@tgsucc.org) or call Sue Mon-Fri. 9am-1pm (215-679-7710) to sign up for a special day.
The Swamp Sodders Garden Club will meet on May 13, 2924 at the church at 10:00 a.m. to go to Rosedale Gardens and then we will return to church to have lunch and our meeting,   

The design is Mother's Day arrangement with a picture of those you’ve raised (children, dogs, cats)  
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Everyone is welcomed. 

  

The OWLS will gather at Upper Perkerkiomen High School Auditorium on Sunday, May 19th for the free Red Hill Band Annual Spring Concert.  Meet at 1:15pm     Concert begins at 2pm.
     The band will offer something for everyone with a variety of music from marches to pup to show tunes and a few surprises too!

     Following the afternoon of musical entertainment, we will go to Pizza Como in Pennsburg.

     Please sign up if you are attending the concert and also if you will be joining our pizza party!

MEMORIAL DAY CROSS
We will be having our traditional Memorial Day Cross.  We want to remember our loved ones on this special day.
The carnation cross will be displayed in the sanctuary on May 26th and carried out to the cemetery circle for our Memorial Service (weather permitting).  If you would like to purchase a carnation in memory of a loved one, you can sign up at church on May 12th or 19th.  Or, you can send $1.00 per flower to the church. Be sure to include who is donating the flower and the person you would like to remember.  Please note:  Silk carnations will be used in the cross.

Checks should be made out to Trinity (Great Swamp) UCC. with “memorial cross” in the memo.  Mail to:  P.O. Box 494, Spinnerstown, PA 18968

Thank you from the Cemetery Committee

As graduation nears…

We would like to recognize and congratulate all of our church family members graduating from high school, college, tech schools etc.

The information we’d like to share is:

· Student’s name
· What school/college

· Date of graduation

· What course/major?

· Any future plans.

The deadline for the information is May 15th.  We will acknowledge these graduates in our June newsletter.  Please contact Sue as soon as possible.  You can e-mail the information to the church office at Office@Tgsucc.org
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Did you know, as social beings, we are fulfilled when we have three places where we belong? We hope you have home, and work or school and church! But there are many people who don’t have a third place in their lives where they can experience the love of God through acceptance and kindness. 

That’s the heart of The Third Place. It’s a place where people in their 20’s and 30’s can come and belong. It’s an inclusive, fun, warm environment supported by a church with the same characteristics. 

If you know anyone who would like to join us, Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 8:30, please tell them we would love to have them! And keep your eyes open for more exciting news from The Third Place! 
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Mission Moment:  Phoebe Ministries
[image: image9.jpg]r\\



     The residents of Phoebe Allentown and Phoebe Richland are the beneficiaries of some of our church’s mission outreach activities.  At Phoebe Richland, bingo is a popular activity, and twice a year the members of TGSUCC’s Social Ministry Committee enhance this weekly experience, usually once in spring and once in fall.  Colorful decorations adorn the activity room, special bingo boards highlighting holidays or seasons are used, a variety of prizes are available, and of course cupcakes and a drink are served after the event. The residents also enjoy the interactions of our members with them as they play Bingo.
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     At the end of the year, about 80 residents of Phoebe Allentown and/or Phoebe Richland receive something from their Christmas wish list.  Church members select a person’s name with an item from the resident’s wish list and then add it to their own Christmas shopping list. When the gifts are returned to the church, Social Ministry members deliver the colorful gift bags to both facilities, just in time for Santa to deliver them at their Christmas parties. 

     Phoebe Ministries is also appreciative of the money given to them through our church’s special offerings.
+
Greetings Friends at Trinity Great Swamp,

 

Over the last year, I have had the privilege of serving the community of Phoebe Richland. They are a wonderful group of elder adults who have found a home and more importantly, a community and fellowship with one another where they are safe, loved, and cared for. It is because of your continued generosity and support of Phoebe Ministries that the community of Phoebe Richland can participate in life and not only continue to live but thrive in a place in which they can call home. It is because of your generosity that we can provide activities like: a daily, morning exercise group (like cardio ball drumming, chair yoga, and parachute ball), weekly trivia and this day in history journeys, to keep minds and memories active, and armchair travel adventures where they have traveled to places like Istanbul, Turkey, Paris, France, and Japan. Each month, we celebrate everyone’s birthday (anyone who has a birthday in that month), we have special holiday parties, and even spend time in social gatherings. We continue to worship in separate communities and have begun to invite our local community churches to come and have a special Sunday afternoon worship with their members and any others who would like to join in a Sunday afternoon worship service. There is much for which we are grateful as a community and that includes all of you! From the bottom of my heart and all the hearts of those who reside at Phoebe Richland, we say thank you for your love and compassion.

 

May God Continue to Bless You All!

Pastor Christian (PC)

Chaplain, Phoebe Richland

Please Note:  On Sunday, May 12th, “Festival of the Christian Home Sunday”, we will receive and dedicate our annual offering for Phoebe Ministries (designated to be given to Phoebe Richland).   Envelopes are included in this newsletter.  
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You are invited to an 

Old fashioned Covered Dish

 Church Picnic in the Grove
June 22, 2024 – beginning at 1pm

Rain date:  June 23, 2024

Reserve this date for some family fun!

A signup sheet is available in the Great room.

  Along with your name, please specify how many plan to attend and what you plan to bring to share.
Activities will include a cake walk, basket raffles, bingo, corn hole, and more for all ages!
Come join us – invite your family, friends & neighbors 

Christian Education Report for May, June, and July 2024

Members: Bob Quinby, Wendy Quinby, Chris Fox, Joyce Weiss, Tania Mercer, Patty Lynn-Helmick, Bill Moyer

Meeting held on April 10: 6:30 PM– 7:45 PM

Chris Fox had devotions based on Matthew 6 and led the meeting

Old Business: We discuss feedback from the Easter Egg Hunt.  Several guests appreciated the smaller gathering especially for younger children.  We were disappointment with the numbers in attendance but the Easter Bunny, craft hand out, prizes, candy fill eggs, and hot dogs were enjoyed by all.  We talked about having donuts and hot chocolate at next year’s April 19, 2025 event.

New Business:  For May: We will ask Kate Brandt for flowers for Mother’s Day Sunday.  All ladies will receive a potted plant.  Hopefully these can be potted during the Grove Clean up on May 11.

Last day of Sunday school is May 19 for the Primary Class.  A cake will be ordered for this Sunday.

The Primary Class has been learning about Jesus and Lenten season events.  Jelly beans were used during one lesson to explain the trials Jesus endured for us.  Crafts involving crosses and short skits were also part of the lessons.

The Adult Class needed to add another table to accommodate those in attendance.  We continue our 6-week study on The God of the How and When and how God’s calling affected the lives of Moses, Joshua, and Mary. 

The Mission Trip volunteers will be hosting a special church service on April 28 as they talk about last year’s projects and experiences.

In June:  We will host a Father’s Day breakfast following the grove service.  Waffles, pancakes, and sausages will be on the menu.

                  Christian Ed will organize the Raffle Baskets for the church picnic.  All committees will be notified and asked to donate a themed basket for auctioning. Christian Ed will prepare a Bible Basket, with large print bible, children’s bible story books, pens, pencils, stickers, etc.

                  The Iron Pigs signup sheet is in the Great Room.  Those ordering tickets are asked to submit payment on or before June 15.

     July:  The Mission Trip is scheduled for July 6-13 as 12 volunteers head to Camden, New York.  Three children and 9 adults will first enjoy touring Niagara Falls, Canada before their work begins in helping improve the lives of people in need.  Call Bob Quinby if you are interested in joining this group.  Gently used clothing is being collected and should be placed in the choir room.  All sizes and seasons appreciated.

Christian Ed will resume their meetings in August.

+
The following items are being offered to the congregation for a donation.  Money will go into the general fund.

1. Small piano

2. Two children’s wooden tables with chairs

3. One large bound area rug

4. One large bookcase

Items can be viewed in the Resource Room.  Please see Joyce Weiss or Chris Fox if interested.

Wawa hoagie coupons are still available!  $5.00 each for a shortie.  See Bill Moyer or Sue if you would like to purchase coupons.
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July 20 – LV Iron Pigs Game 
6:35pm game time with fireworks following the game

              $12.00 per ticket      
             2 yrs. & under free       
                                                  $2.00 redeemable for food

Signup sheet available to reserve your tickets

Envelopes are available for payments.  Checks should be written to TGSUCC with “Iron Pigs” in the memo line. – payments due by June 15th   (Please return your payment envelopes to Bill Moyer) 
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Spiritual Life Committee News

Trinity Walkers- Come join us for some exercise and fellowship!  Next walks: April 24- Brayton Garden Trail (9:30 am) May 4- Veteran’s Park (9:30 am) May 22- Park at 4th (9:30 am)

Mission Moments- Our church financially supports many missions, and some of our members volunteer for these organizations.  Upcoming mission moments during the worship service  are: April 7- Tails of Valor (Tricia Hanlon), April 14- Phoebe Ministries (Barb Mader), April 28- Cluster 13 Ministries (Bob and Wendy Quinby), and May 5- Caring Card Ministry (Karen Dunn)

Caring Card Ministry- If you would like to donate some greetings cards, please place them in the donated greeting card box or in the appropriate spots on the card rack in the parlor.

Lending Library- Books and DVDs for adults and children are available in the Great Room.  Check out the library in the corner as well as the bookshelf closest to the food tables.  No need to sign out…just return them when you are finished.  
TGSUCC CHEER LIST:  Take a moment and send a note or Card to the following Shut ins and 90+ yrs. olds

	Dan Boyer

8747 Kings Highway S.

E. Greenville, PA   18041
	William & Pearl Moyer

P.O. Box 411, 2010 Oak Drive

Trumbauersville, PA   18970

	Patricia Brubaker

Meadow Glen at Phoebe Richland
108 S. Main Street, Rm. 125

Richlandtown, PA   18955
	Perma Reese, Apt. 409

Ashbridge Manor Sr. Living
971 E. Lancaster Avenue

Downingtown, PA   19335

	Ruth Collier

401 E. State Street, Apt. 108
Coopersburg, PA  18036
	Joan Morrison

785 Gravel Pike

Palm, PA   18070

	Judy Freed

2315 Spinnerstown Road

Quakertown, PA   18951
	Freda Schneck

2271 Brick Tavern Road

Quakertown, PA   18951

	Gloria Funk, Apt. 358
3250 State Road

Sellersville, PA   18960
	Grace Taylor

450A State Street

East Greenville, PA   18041

	Roland Hacker

707 Eaton Court

Quakertown, PA   18951
	Verna Wentz, Apt. 1302-1

Frederick Living

1849 Big Road

Zieglerville, PA   19492

	Ruth Hoffman

1267 Mill Road

Coopersburg, PA   18036
	Thelma Wieand, Rm. 247
Independence Ct. of Quakertown
1660 Park Avenue

Quakertown, PA   18951

	Lynette Mackey
50 Fairview Drive, Apt. 114

Lititz, PA.  17543
	Victor Young

1065 Sleepy Hollow Road

Pennsburg, PA   18073


Social Ministry report for May 2024

Members: Priscilla Carter, Marilyn Fisher, Barb Mader, Linda Permar, Joyce Weiss, Gloria Clymer, Dave and Lisa Proven, Mike Hanlon, Nancy Rupell, Jan Morrissey, Ruth Collier

Please continue to support our Food for Friends Program with donations of spaghetti sauce, pickle spears, and brownie mixes (Not milk chocolate).  The next dinner that we host will be in June.

Heaven’s Bounty greatly appreciates the donated canned and boxed food that is brought to them on a weekly basis.  All food and paper items are welcomed.

Barb Mader is working on plans for the May 21, 2024 Bingo event at Phoebe Richland.  Cupcakes, iced tea, prizes, and friendly faces are always appreciated by our guests.  Our theme is a Blooming Bingo with special flower Bingo cards.

Mission Moment – Cluster 13

As many of you have heard over the last 10 years about our groups and going to Cluster 13 but who are they and why do we keep going back?

Over the years we have seen the need of the people in the Camden area and that is why we continue to return to the area.

Cluster 13 has been helping their community for around 35 years following their Mission Statement of Helping Families come to know the Love of Jesus Christ through service to the general community within 12 miles of their center and to this end they will; Help the needy, Improve the quality of life for families and individuals, and Educate people for personal betterment.

Cluster 13 is a service organization who serves people in the community in hands on ways with food, clothing, and shelter. In every way they adhere both to Christian principals and fiscal responsibilities. Their service area is defined in the mission statement but their influence extends much further than the geographic boundaries. Their outcomes have a cumulative effect on their communities of influence, because their work helps build hope, skills, and a sense of community as they receive and deliver help.
So, over the years we have seen the need of the people in Camden and feel the strong pull to keep returning to help with their moto of warm, safe and dry housing but we also find it as a teaching experience for those in our own Church looking to develop new skills.  Cluster 13 is probably one of the only organizations that would allow a group to bring youth under the age of 14 (we have 3 youth under the age of 11 attending the 2024 Mission Trip). 
The work can be challenging but with the determination of those from Trinity Great Swamp we get the jobs done.  In the past we have worked on replacing roofs, repair siding, put in new windows, plumbing, replaced bathrooms, tearing down decks and replacing them to be handicap-accessible, and the list goes on and on.

Although, we do the work but that isn’t what it is all about, getting to know the families and their stories and why they have had to reach out to Cluster 13 for help.  We have met so many wonderful people over the years that have touched us in so many ways.  Long lasting relationship have form and we have even gone back to see the families we worked with in previous years.

We go to help others in need and to give of our time, talents and resources but we leave each year growing more in own faith then we ever thought possible.

If you have ever thought just for one moment that maybe you would like to go on a Mission Trip, take that thought and take the leap and join us as there is always a way for everyone to be a part of our Mission Team.
IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN US!

2024 Mission Trip – The 2024 Mission Trip will be from July 6 – 13, 2024.  This year we will again be helping Cluster 13 in Camden, NY.  Some of us will be leaving on Saturday to go explore Niagara Falls (NY & Canada) and then traveling over to Camden, NY on Sunday.  Those who don’t go to Niagara Falls will be joining us in Camden on Sunday.  If you are interest please sign up on the sheet in the Great Room as planning as already begun.  We hope you will all consider joining the Mission Team in 2024.  Any question you can always see Bob or Wendy Quinby.

Spring Cleaning Time – The Mission Team will once again be collecting clothing to take to Cluster 13 for their used clothing store.  If you have items you would like to donate please place them in the choir room at this time.

Just a reminder the Giant Cash for Causes Cards are a year-round Mission Trip Fund Raiser.
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If you shop at Giant get
your ca$h for causes Giant
Cards to support the

Mission Trips

Cards available in $20. $25
$50 or $100 values

If you shop at Giant you buy your Gift Cards from us and the
Mission Group gets 5% of the total value.

These cards work just like cash and you can still use your
bonus card.
Phease sce Bob or Wenal Quinty with ary questions or for your Cash Cards
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Celebrating Birthdays in May!

	May 1 – Barbara Hunter

               Michele Queen

              Alycia DeNato
	May 11 – Patricia Brubaker

                  Matthew Stengle

	May 2 – Krista Goodwin

               Stephanie Cassel

               Esther Urffer

               Eli Urffer

              Caitlin Moyer
	May 12 –  Lauren Shilko

	May 3 – Jonah March-Dole

               Maya Chauhan
	May 13 – Elinore Gold

                 Bonnie Young

                 Judy Mumbauer

                 Robert Erdman

                 Danielle Weiss

	May 4 – Ruth Keppley

               Loren Hall

              Dustin Barrick
	May 14 – Freda Schneck

                 George Fadil

                 Jack Lawrence              

	May 5 – Terre Balliet

               Jeremy Chandler

               Sophia Klotz
	 May 15 – Pearl Moyer



	May 6 – DeAnn Mensch

               Wendy Trach
	May 16 – Kassandra Setman

                 Kaitlin Smith

                 Caden Nsobundu

	May 7 – Jeanne Dierolf

               Sammy Mowday
	May 17 – Laurene Hunsicker

                 William Balliet

                 Michele Reinhard

	May 8 – Kent Swartley

               Sue Kawtoski
	May 19 – Laurie Fadil

                 Stephanie Rosenberger

                 Masgnolia Thomas

	May 9 – William Sterner
	      May 20 – Dennis Ulmer

                Thomas Schmoyer          

	May 10 – Richelle Gestl
May 21 – Kenneth Ewer, Jr.

                 Adam Frantz

                 Dean Myers, Jr.
	May 27 – Trina Roeder

           

	May 22 – Matthew Swartz

                 Sarah Booth

                Isla Hunsicker
	 May 28 – Lynn Brunckman

                 Kevin whalen

                 Jennifer Meese

                 Bret Girton

                 Caitlin DiCara

                 Aaron Cahill

	May 23 – Janet Bonekemper

                 Caden Soos
	May 29 – Rebecca Chandler

                 Stacy Hoch

                 Ryder Hunsicker

                 Andrew Kuntzman

	May 24 – Michael Halamar
	May 30 – Jane Moll

                 Joanne Gerhart

                 Christopher Collier

                 Kenneth Ewer III

	May 25 – Gail Kasche         

                 David Myers

                 Amanda Duckwall
	May 31 – Tracey Smolinsky

                 David Alderfer

	May 26 – Joyce Halamar

                 Leonard Hohmann

                 Denise Melusky

                 Philip Roll
	


Birthday Card Showers:   Please take a moment to send a card or note and make this a special day!

· May 10 – Patricia Brubaker (81 yrs. old)     

                 Meadow Glen at Phoebe Richland

                 Rm. 125

                108 S. Main Street

                Richlandtown, PA   18955

· May 14 – Freda Schneck (90 yrs. old)

                 2271 Brick Tavern Road

                 Quakertown, PA   18951

· May 15 – Pearl Moyer (89 yrs. old)

                 P.O. Box 411, 2010 Oak Drive

                 Trumbauersville, PA   18970
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We congratulate the following on their May Wedding Anniversaries:

May 1 – Kenneth & Brenda Stout – 48 yrs.

May 2 – Larry & Mary Crouthamel – 54 yrs.

May 5 – James & Christine Erb – 56 yrs.

               Kenneth & Deborah Ewer – 45 yrs.

May 6 – George & Laurie Fadil – 24 yrs.

May 7 – Rev. Harry & Ruth Keppley – 52 yrs.

               Tom & Susan Ermlich -29 yrs.

May 9 – Robert & Shelley Rawley – 32 yrs.

May 12 – Charles & Kimberly Bucher – 6 yrs.

May 14 – Alan & Carol Schmeltzle – 47 yrs.

May 16 – Matthew & Stacey Kuntzman – 15 yrs.

May 18 – Jeff & Nancy Stephenson – 51 yrs.

                  Bryan & Anastasia Benner – 22 yrs.

                  Adam & Julie Datesman – 22 yrs.

May 20 – Gregory & Ramona Clymer – 46 yrs.

May 21 – Donald & Sharon Ruth – 47 yrs.

May 21 – Robert & Michele Queen – 30 yrs.

May 22 – Raymond & Illona Kahl – 48 yrs.

May 23 – Daniel & Donna Van Houdt

May 24 – Leonard & Karen Hohmann – 44 yrs.

                 Ryan & Jennifer Watts – 10 yrs.

                 Brandon & Savannah Cressman – 10 yrs.

May 26 – David & Shannon Tompkins – 22 yrs.

May 28 – Richard & Eileen Myers – 58 yrs.

May 30 – Thomas & Michelle Reinhard – 26 yrs.

                 Aaron & Andria Datesman – 22 yrs.

[image: image5.jpg]Mothers are a precious gift
Sent to us from above.
They nurture us, take care of us
And give us all their love.

They feed us and teach us

Every day of our lives.
They sing us to sleep

And tuck us in at night.

‘ They support us in all we do
And pray for us each day.
They always put us first
And help us find our way.

No matter how much | mess up,
She will always be there
Because she loves unconditionally

And, for me, will always care.
|





 In our efforts to reduce the expenses of the congregation, we are seeking a volunteer to take on the very important role of Treasurer for our Church.  Currently we are outsourcing these tasks to an independent accounting firm at an annual cost of nearly $5 thousand.  

Here is a recap of the duties of the Treasurer’s position:

· The Treasurer shall have charge of all monies received for congregational and benevolent support, shall render a monthly report to the Consistory and an annual report to the congregation, and shall [image: image14.jpg]


submit his/her books for an external audit at the end of each fiscal year 

· To perform these duties in the utmost confidence and maintain the confidentiality of all transactions

· To be able to be bonded if deemed necessary 

· On a regular basis, perform the following duties for the General and Building Funds

· Prepare anticipated monthly bills
· Obtain invoices for all bills being paid
· Pay bills as needed
· Obtain W-4 information from vendors
· Provide vendors with Sales Tax Exemption Certificate
· Record weekly count sheets as deposits to the appropriate Fund
· Record on-line contributions as deposits to the 
appropriate Fund
· Provide information to commissions as necessary
· Provide information to church staff as necessary
· Prepare monthly report to Consistory
· Maintain “non-budget” accounts
· Reconcile the checking account monthly
· Meet with auditors annually
· Record transactions to Quick Books
· Prepare Payroll and Payroll Tax Reports

· Determine payroll

· Issue bi-monthly paychecks

· Pay 941 taxes monthly

· Pay PA withholding monthly

· Pay local payroll taxes quarterly

· Pay LST tax quarterly

· File quarterly all local, PA & 941 reports

· Reconcile annual pay records

· Prepare W-2’s

· Prepare W-3 for Social Security

· File 941, PA, local and LST annual returns

· Obtain W-4’s annually
· On a regular basis, perform the following Other Duties
· Reconcile all accounts regularly
· Online transfer of funds to specific purpose accounts as required
· Acquire Quick Books software updates
· Attend Consistory meetings as necessary
· Attend Stewardship meetings as necessary
· Give reports to Stewardship of monthly activities
· Issue 1099’s annually to vendors where necessary
· Compile Annual Report for specific areas assigned

You will be provided with a laptop computer that contains the necessary programs to complete all tasks.  Also, you will receive keys to the church and access to the church safe.

We know that this seems like a lot but you will have the support of the Stewardship team during the transition process and going forward.

Just a quick note:  If you are not comfortable with the idea of preparing payroll, we would be able to outsource this at a relatively minimal cost to the church.

Interested individuals should contact George Fadil or any other member of the Stewardship Commission.

Thank you! 
From our Stewardship & Finance Comm.
Stewards of our elders’ wisdom
“Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.” –Exodus 20:12
This month and next, as our culture celebrates Mothers Day and Fathers Day, God’s people can make the occasions much more substantive than just greeting cards, gifts and dinners for a few select relatives. 

Instead, we can lift up the knowledge, wisdom and perspective that we possess from not only the mother and father figures in our own circles, but all the older men and women who have enriched our communities with their lives and experiences. 

The wisdom of the past has helped people of every age to navigate the challenges of their times. Many communities in the world honor, respect and value as “elders” their oldest members.  It’s something we surely can use in 21st century North America.  Ours is a time of unprecedented change – both in the sweep of change and in the speed at which things are changing. 

Our older members can give us perspective and patience and wisdom. Here are some ideas:

· Engage elders about issues facing you, your congregation and community. Listen deeply. Take notes. 

· Enter into their thought world: How do they frame issues? What are their underlying assumptions? What sources help inform and inspire them?

· Compare their approaches to seeing the world and navigating challenges with your own. What is helpful? What can assist you? 

Learning from our elder mother and father figures may be the best way to not only honor them, but also help us find our own way in life.

--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

Please remember that the work of the Church (and the costs associated with this work) goes on every day, whether you are physically here or not.  There are many calls for your time and we know that sometimes it isn’t possible for you to be with us for Sunday worship or special events.  We prayerfully ask that you please consider this when you are joining us so that the work of the Church doesn’t just continue, but it expands!

You can also contribute directly through the Church website.  Just follow the links to make a secure and safe contribution.  Please include your Offering Envelope number to ensure proper credit.
Our Stewardship theme for this year:  Give with a loving heart!

Your Faithful Servants at the Stewardship & Finance Committee,

Willie Benner, George Fadil (Chair), Ken Stout, Don Ruth, Dave Dunn, Barb Mader (Financial Secretary), Pastor Teresa, Deann Mensch
Many, Many Thanks…
We sincerely thank the Women’s Ensemble, STIX Ministry, and the children’s choir for sharing their time and talents with us this Easter Season.
Thank you to Joyce Weiss for decorating our showcases and bulletin boards beautifully for Spring & Easter.  We appreciate seeing the colorful pansies at our church bulletin board outside.

Dear Church Family,

I want to thank everyone for the food, cards, visits and phone calls.  It was greatly appreciated.

Joan Morrison
In the event of church cancellation, please check the following:

· Call the church office – the  message will be updated (215-679-7710)

· Check your e-mail. If you are included in our Church List e-mail, you will be receiving updated information as decisions are made.  Feel free to share this information with anyone not receiving e-mails – we appreciate your help letting our church families know.

· WFMZ will be notified 

Church Contact Information

Church Address:  9150 Spinnerstown Rd., P.O. Box 494

Spinnerstown, PA 18968       215-679-7710
Church Contact Phone Numbers, Email, Website

	Pastor
	Rev. Teresa Martin
	RevTeresaMartin@outlook.com
717-654-4044

	Office Administrator
	Sue Roeder                        
	Office@Tgsucc.org
Church:  215-679-7710

Home:  610-965-6445

	Church Musician
	Ralien  L. Besch
	mrsbesch@hotmail.com
445-200-7906

	Treasurer
	George Fadil
	georgefadil@aol.com
610-282-1462

	Financial Secretary
	Barbara Mader
	barbaramader54@gmail.com
267-716-0652

	Volunteer Coordinators
	Gladys Benner and
Barbara Mader
	215-536-8185
267-716-0652

	CONSISTORY
	Don Ruth, President
	druth613@gmail.com
267-251-0292

	
	Wendy Quinby, VP
	wquinby46@gmail.com
267-374-0588

	
	Beth Graf, Sec.
	graf27b@gmail.com
215-679-8517

	
	Robert Quinby
	bobquinby@gmail.com
267-374-0590

	
	Jay Fox
	Jayfox_cbdm@hotmail.com
267-238-7152

	
	Pete Weiss
	pjweiss2@verizon.net
215-536-7561

	
	Dave Dunn
	101dkdunn@gmail.com
610-865-9279

	
	Michael Hanlon
	mlhanlon77@gmail.com
484-459-8157

	
	Stanley Sell
	stanlsell@verizon.net
215-858-9120

	Church website
	
	Tgsucc.org

	CCLI
	
	#1790447

	CVLI
	
	#504210491

	Stream Coverage
	
	#CSPLO38693

	Screen (Announcements)
	
	worshipslides@tgsucc.org

	Dial-A-Prayer
	
	215-679-6227


Our Church is on Facebook.  If you are on there, please find us and LIKE us.  Or, if it’s easier; there is a link on our website to our Facebook page.  Thank you!

We now have new FiOS Internet service.  Please use the guest website.  The guest site password is:         JesusLovesU
We do our best to keep our church family contact information updated and correct.

  If you have new address, addition to your family, phone number (cell or landline) or e-mail address please let us know. 

 Thank you

New Contact Information:


Amy Chism

20106 6720th Lane

Montrose, CO   81403
GENERAL FUND                                   This Month             Year-To Date
Opening Balance 3/1/2024                 $       (15,841.89)                 -- 

Personal & All Other Giving                           20,879.58            42,049.87
Transfers from Capital Account                        --                               --                                                                                                                                     

Expenses                                                        19,403.30               56,415.48
Balance    3/31/2024                               $ (14,365.61)        $ (14,365.61) 
BUILDING FUND                              This Month     Year-to-Date
Opening Balance 3/01/2024               $       1,903.89                ---
Personal & All Other Giving                         4,082.56              12,097.75
Transfers from Capital Account                       --                             --

Expenses                                                         3,474.88                9,586.18
Balance 3/31/2024                                   $  2,511.57             $ 2,511.57
Newsletter articles are due on the 15th of each month.

May  15th is the date articles are due for our June issue
When mailing your contributions, please mail to:

Trinity (Great Swamp) U.C.C.

P.O. Box 494

Spinnerstown, PA   18968
[image: image15.jpg]WRD
&
~

ESTD

A
%,
(o)

2024

&

A SAFE SPACE



If you have offering envelopes, please include it with your contribution.  Thank you for your contributions and support to TGSUCC.
FINANCIAL AND ATTENDANCE REPORT 

For March 2024
	 Date
	9:00am

Worship
	General Fund
	On-Line
	Bldg.
 Fund
	On Line & Rentals

	Mar. 3
	65
	2,359.00
	
	475.00
	

	Mar. 8
	
	
	38.11
	
	

	Mar. 10
	66
	1,842.00
	
	10.00
	

	Mar. 14
	
	
	100.00
	
	55.00

	Mar. 17
	75
	4,762.00
	
	45.00
	

	Mar. 24
Palm Sun.
	78
	2,108.00
	
	10.00
	3,226.50

	Mar. 28
Maundy Thurs.
	26 @ 11:30am
29 @ 7pm
	
	
	
	

	Mar. 31
EASTER
	128
	9,677.00
	
	260.00
	

	Totals
	
	20,748.00
	138.11
	800.00
	3,281.50


Totals- General Fund: $ 20,886.11         Bldg. Fund: $ 4,081.50
Please Note:  Average worship attendance for

Average for Mar. 2024 - 82
This number only reflects those attending “In-service worship services”

