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Welcome         Pastor Carole 

Holy Pause 

Prelude 

Morning Psalm     Psalm 1    Ellen Smith 

1Happiness comes to those who reject the path of violence, who refuse to associate 

with criminals or even to sit with people who belittle others. 2Happiness comes to those 

who delight in the Law of YHWE and meditate on it day and night. 3They’re like trees 

planted by flowing water—they bear fruit in every season, and their leaves never wither: 

everything they do will prosper. 4But not wrongdoers! They’re like chaff that the wind 

blows away. 5They won’t have a taproot to anchor them when judgment comes, nor will 

corrupt individuals be given a place at the Gathering of the Just. 6YHWE watches over 

the steps of those who do justice; but those on a path of violence and injustice will find 

themselves irretrievably lost. 

 

 



Lighting of the Christ Candle                           Rose and Doug Brockhouse  

The wicked are like chaff that the wind blows away. So, together, we will build 

something beautiful and lasting, that no wind can blow away. We will take reverent care 

of one another and our planet home, our work rooted in mutuality. We will walk in the 

light of Christ, be the light, reflect the light.  

Opening Words       Ellen Smith  

Blessed are those 

who do not walk in step with the wicked, 

but who camp out against systems of slaughter. 

Blessed are those 

who do not walk in step with the wicked, 

but who barricade-out foot soldiers of empire. 

Blessed are those 

who do not walk in step with the wicked, 

but who keep one another safe 

for they are in lock-step with liberation 

and they are the People of God. 

Opening Chorus     “New Patterns of Loving”   by Barbara Hamm     (Unison)  

Opening Prayer            Sue Laughlin 

God of Justice—we will not keep company with those who mock the sacredness 
of life! We will tune out their vitriol with our collective singing, for we delight in 
Liberating Love! Soldiers of colonialism—go home! 
We don’t want you here! Repent and start anew! For we are guided by young 
people who refuse to heed the rules of those who have failed to protect them. We 
are guided by the courageous and tenderhearted, 
those who protect every child’s right to flourish. May it be so. Amen.   
   
Children’s Time             Kim Fine 

Scripture:    New Testament, Gospel: John 17: 6 - 10; 20-21 

6I have manifested your Name to those you gave me from the world. They were yours, 

and you gave them to me; and now they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 

everything you’ve entrusted to me does indeed come from you. 8I entrusted to them the 

message you entrusted to me, and they received it. They know that I really came from 

you; they believe it was you who sent me. 9And it’s for them that I pray—not for the 

world, but for these you’ve given me—for they are really yours, 10just as all that belongs 

to you is mine. It is in them that I have been glorified. 



20I don’t pray for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 21that all may be one, as you, Abba, are in me and I in you; I pray that they 

may be one in us, so that the world may believe that you sent me. 

Message    “Choose Life” 

Song of Prayer    “Like a Tree Beside the Water”             

Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 
Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one. 
Give us this day the bread we need, 
Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. 
 
Commission and Blessing      Pastor Carole 

Sending Forth Song   “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”    
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Like a Tree Beside the Water 
NCH #313 
James F.D. Martin, 1992 
Music Copyright © 1990 by Selah Publishing Co., 
Inc. 

Go, My Children, With My Blessing 
NCH #82 
Jaroslov J. Vajda, 1983, 1990; alt. 
 
New Patterns of Loving by Barbara Hamm 
Words ©2018 Hope Publishing Co. Used with 
permission. 
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