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10:30 am Palm Sunday, April 13, 2025
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Welcome!
Plymouth Congregational Church,  

United Church of Christ

“Whether you are a seeker, skeptic, believer  
or somewhere in between on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate  
in worship and service of Plymouth Church. 

Plymouth UCC Purpose 
Growing people of faith who participate in God’s work in the world.

Plymouth UCC Vision 
Plymouth Church UCC is a Christian Community open to the transforming Spirit of God.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Please like and send us a greeting  
on Facebook and Instagram.

Help support the mission and ministries of Plymouth Church UCC.

Make a donation under the “Give” tab at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org, 
or scan the code below: 

  

If you have personal concerns, you may contact a minister or member of the Pastoral Care Team 
via e-mails below, or call the pastoral care line, 206.639.7739, checked daily.  

KBrown@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
KBechtold@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 

JHayakawaFung@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org

For administrative needs, or other non-pastoral care questions, please email:

DJacobsen@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
RTurner@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
TArthur@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org
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10:30 am Sunday, April 13, 2025 
Palm/Passion Sunday

When you enter Plymouth Church UCC, 
may you feel the peace, intimacy, belonging, 

acceptance and refuge of Sanctuary. 

Worship with Plymouth Church UCC begins with meditation.  
The quiet of this place is meant to encourage and deepen your own inner work.  
Thank you for entering this place, this hour, by honoring the spirit of worship.

Prelude Preludio		  
At the Rising of the Sun. . . . . . . . . .         . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Paxton

Peter Nelson-King, piano

Welcome Bienvenida. .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dr. Kelle Brown

Sharing Peace Compartiendo la Paz	  

Call to Worship Llamado a Adorar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Dr. Brown
(Inspired by Psalm 118)

One: 	 Give thanks to God, for God is good.

Many: 	 God’s steadfast love endures forever!

One: 	 This is the day that God has made.

Many:	 Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

One: 	 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.

Many: 	 God has given us light.

One: 	 Give thanks to God, for God is good.

All: 	 God’s steadfast love endures forever!
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Opening Hymn Himno de Apertura	
Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (NCH #213). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Ellacombe
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Prayer of Confession. . . . . . .      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Kevin Bechtold
Oración de Confesión	

One: 	 Gracious God, as we enter this Holy Week, we 	
	 may be tempted to skip parts of the story that 		
	 begins with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.

Many: 	 There are challenging chapters ahead of us 	
	 in this week.

One: 	 We may want to turn away from the betrayals and 	
	 hardships and suffering in the Passion Story, just 	
	 as we too often turn away from the hardships and 	
	 suffering of people in our own time.

All: 	 Forgive us when our focus slips. Bring 	us back to 	
	 the path you set before us. Renew our strength 	
	 and increase our faithfulness. 

Assurance of Grace . .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Bechtold
Seguridad de Gracia	

Receive this good news: God reaches out to us to draw us 
close. in the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven. Amen.

Prayers of the People . . . . .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Bechtold
Oraciones del Pueblo	

All who live in fear of expedited removal, detention, or deportation., Ahmed Black (Nephew of 
Michael & Elizabeth Gordon), Wendy Carpenter (Friend of Jocelyn Coit-Durland), Lin Davis 
(Wife of Mo Longworth), JT Edwards, Diane Folkert (Mother and Mother-in-Law of Alex & 
Ara Lawrence), Louis Ford (Friend of Karen Clark), Eleanor Fordyce, Elvis Gordon (Brother 
of Michael and Elizabeth Gordon), Floyd Gossett, Carrie Gossett (Mother of Floyd Gossett), 
Allie James (Friend of Dawn Bennett), Robert Malae, Julie (Friend of Karen Clark), William 
Chapman Nyaho, Richard Paul (Dad of Beth Paul-Russell), Dale and Jinny Sewell, Shaniece 
(Friend of Karen Clark), Raymond & Ann Stanhope (Parents of Elizabeth & Michael Gordon), 
Patricia Valentine, Gevan Woodke (Friend of Karen Clark)

Our hearts are with Terri, Bryan, Robert and all the Hildebrand family on the one-year 
anniversary of the passing of their beloved, David Hildebrand.
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Prayer of Jesus Oración de Jesús	
Our parent, who is among us, blessed be your Creation. 
May your loving presence be a reality here on earth. 
May we become more interested in building your kindom  
here and now than in waiting for it to come down from above. 
Let us share our bread with those who hunger. 
Let us learn to forgive as well as to receive forgiveness. 
Help us through the time of temptation, delivering us from all evil. 
For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth. Amen.

Musical Interlude Interludio Musical	
Adagio Cantabile, from Cinnamon Grove. . . . . . . . . . . . .            R. Nathaniel Dett

Peter Nelson-King, piano

Contemporary Voice Voz Contemporánea	

Blessing of Palms, by Jan Richardson
This blessing 
can be heard coming 
from a long way off.

This blessing 
is making 
its steady way 
up the road 
toward you.

This blessing 
blooms in the throats 
of women, 
springs from the hearts 
of men, 
tumbles out of the mouths 
of children.

This blessing 
is stitched into 
the seams 

A variety of faithful addresses for God (Creator, Mother, Holy One, Father)  
are welcome at Plymouth UCC, including in the Lord’s Prayer.

Jan Richardson is 
an artist, writer, and 
minister in the United 
Methodist Church. 
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of the cloaks 
that line the road, 
etched into 
the branches 
that trace the path, 
echoes in 
the breathing 
of the willing colt, 
the click 
of the donkey’s hoof 
against the stones.

Something is rising 
beneath this blessing. 
Something will try 
to drown it out.

But this blessing 
cannot be turned back, 
cannot be made 
to still its voice, 
cannot cease 
to sing its praise 
of the One who comes 
along the way 
it makes.

Scripture Reading Lectura de las Escrituras . .  .  .  . Matthew 21:1-11
(Dr. Wilda Gafney Translation)	        

Now they had come near Jerusalem and reached Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village before you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; release them and bring them to me. If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Son of Woman needs them.’ And they 
will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying,

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
‘Look, your sovereign is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”
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The disciples went and did just as Jesus had instructed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The 
crowds that were going before him and the one following were shouting, saying:

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Holy One! 
Hosanna in the highest!”

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was shook, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Anthem El Himno 	
Pilate’s Dream, from Jesus Christ Superstar, by Andrew Lloyd Webber

Revere Taylor, baritone; Peter Nelson-King, piano

Sermon Sermón . .  .  .  . . .  All In the Details. . . . . . . . . . . . .             Dr. Brown 

Hymn of Commitment Himno de Compromiso	
This Is My Song (NCH #591) . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Finlandia
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Benediction Bendición. . .     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Dr. Brown

Postlude Postludio	
Prelude on “Savannah” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Ross Anderson

Peter Nelson-King, piano

Announcements 

Learn More Stay after worship today for coffee hour and a discussion in the Lounge about the 
recent Civil Rights Trip to Selma.

Help Prepare Easter Eggs We’ll have an Easter egg hunt after worship next week, and you can 
help by filling plastic eggs with goodies in the back of the Sanctuary during worship today. 

Good Friday April 18 Join a powerful and moving service at 2 pm in the Sanctuary: Seven Last 
Sayings of Jesus. Spread the word and invite friends and family.

Film Screening April 27 Join a showing and discussion of Las Abogadas: Attorneys on the Front 
Line of the Immigrant Crises, sponsored by Latin American Relief Fund: 12-2 pm Sunday, April 
27, in Hildebrand Hall; lunch-worthy snacks available. 

Easter Flowers will be delivered to Plymouth folks who are isolated or have suffered a loss. 
Deliver f lowers, or contribute financially and honor loved ones. Names will be listed in 
the Herald. Donate online using the form in the news article at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
or on our “Giving” page (select “Flower Fund” from the drop-down menu).

Free Medical Clinic Dental, vision, medical, and social services available at Settle Center April 
24-27. Patients do not need proof of income, insurance, or immigration status to receive free 
care. Interpreters are available. Read more in the news article at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.

Please Remember Plymouth now receives mail at a PO Box instead of our street address. Send 
all postal correspondence to: Plymouth Church UCC/PO Box 21368/Seattle WA 98111.

Volunteers Wanted to staff a children and youth table in the Lounge during the service. 
We are looking to provide a space geared towards the youngest in our midst with activities 
during worship. If you feel called to be a part of this ministry, please email Rev. Kevin 
Bechtold: KBechtold@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.

Study the Bible with Plymouth Wednesdays at 9 am. The  Zoom link in the news article at 
PlymouthChurchSeattle.org will be the same every week for the Wednesday morning study.

Members and Visitors can access Plymouth Guest wi-fi network using password: peaceonearth.
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Believing that God’s love transcends all human distinctions,

Plymouth welcomes people of all races and cultures,

of varied social and economic conditions

and regardless of sexual orientation.

We are open and affirming of all people,

and we call all people to the cost and joy of Christian discipleship.


