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10:30 am Sunday, September 14, 2025
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Welcome!
Plymouth Congregational Church,  

United Church of Christ

“Whether you are a seeker, skeptic, believer  
or somewhere in between on life’s journey, you are welcome here.  

We are grateful for your presence and invite you to participate  
in worship and service of Plymouth Church. 

Plymouth UCC Purpose 
Growing people of faith who participate in God’s work in the world.

Plymouth UCC Vision 
Plymouth Church UCC is a Christian Community open to the transforming Spirit of God.

Thank you for worshipping with us today. Please like and send us a greeting  
on Facebook and Instagram.

Help support the mission and ministries of Plymouth Church UCC.

Make a donation under the “Give” tab at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org, 
or scan the code below: 

  

If you have personal concerns, you may contact a minister or member of the Pastoral Care Team 
via e-mails below, or call the pastoral care line, 206.639.7739, checked daily.  

KBrown@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
KBechtold@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 

JHayakawaFung@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org

For administrative needs, or other non-pastoral care questions, please email:

DJacobsen@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
RTurner@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org 
TArthur@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org
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10:30 am Sunday, September 14, 2025 
Fourteenthth Sunday after Pentecost

When you enter Plymouth Church UCC, 
may you feel the peace, intimacy, belonging, 

acceptance and refuge of Sanctuary. 

Prelude Preludio		  
Loving Spirit, setting for Organ. . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emma Lou Diemer

Dr. Stephen Price, organ 

Welcome Bienvenida. .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dr. Kelle Brown

Sharing Peace Compartiendo la Paz	

Opening Hymn Himno de Apertura	
Praise to the Living God (NCH #8). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Diademata
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Call to Worship. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June Hayakawa-Fung
Llamado a Adorar	

(Inspired by Psalm 51)

One: 	 Let us enter the presence of our God with a renewed 	
	 heart and a right spirit.

Many: 	 Have mercy on us, O God, according to your 	
	 steadfast love.

One: 	 Let us speak, hear, and embrace truth and the wisdom 	
	 of God.

Many: 	 Strengthen and empower us, O God, according 	
	 to your steadfast love.

One: 	 Let us hear joy and gladness. Restore our crushed spirits.

All: 	 Revive us again, O God, according to your 		
	 steadfast love. 

Prayer of Confession. . . . . . .      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ms. Hayakawa-Fung
Oración de Confesión	

One:	 My daughter 
	 wouldn’t hurt a spider 
	 That had nested 
	 Between her bicycle handles 
	 For two weeks 
	 She waited 
	 Until it left of its own accord

	 If you tear down the web I said 
	 It will simply know 
	 This isn’t a place to call home 
	 And you’d get to go biking

All:  	 She said that’s how others 
	 Become refugees isn’t it?
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Assurance of Grace . . . . . . .      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ms. Hayakawa-Fung
Seguridad de Gracia		

Beloved, the Holy One seeks you and rejoices when you turn 
from the ways of the world that minimize and marginalize the 
community God has prepared for us. We can be builders of a 
future that celebrates the kindom of God alive and rejoicing on 
earth. Amen.

Opening Prayer Response	
I Love the Lord, Verse 1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Arr. Richard Smallwood

The Plymouth Choir

Prayers of the People. .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Erica Williams
Oraciones del Pueblo	

Floyd Gossett, JT Edwards, Monica Blume (Family of Kate Forrester), Julie (Friend of Karen 
Clark), Don Lemn, Louis Ford (Friend of Karen Clark), Carrie Gossett (Mother of Floyd 
Gossett), All who live in fear of expedited removal, detention, or deportation., Robert Malae, 
Ahmed Black (Nephew of Michael & Elizabeth Gordon), Wendy Carpenter (Friend of Jocelyn 
Coit-Durland), Dale and Jinny Sewell, Lin Davis (Wife of Mo Longworth), Elvis Gordon 
(Brother of Michael and Elizabeth Gordon), Diane Folkert (Mother and Mother-in-Law of 
Alex & Ara Lawrence), Allie James (Friend of Dawn Bennett), Jo-Ann Guthrie, Shaniece 
(Friend of Karen Clark), Rev. Harriet Walton (Friend of Dr. Maxine Mimms), Artrice Gordon 
(Brother of Michael & Elizabeth Gordon), Gevan Woodke (Friend of Karen Clark).
Our hearts are with Ricky Powell and family on the passing of his Aunt, Sue Shelley.
We grieve with Alex Putnam and Mari Mitchell on the one-year anniversary of the passing of 
Alex’s dad, Dean Putnam.

Prayer of Jesus Oración de Jesús	
Our parent, who is among us, blessed be your Creation. 
May your loving presence be a reality here on earth. 
May we become more interested in building your kindom  
here and now than in waiting for it to come down from above. 
Let us share our bread with those who hunger. 
Let us learn to forgive as well as to receive forgiveness. 
Help us through the time of temptation, delivering us from all evil. 
For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth. Amen.

A variety of faithful addresses for God (Creator, Mother, Holy One, Father)  
are welcome at Plymouth UCC, including in the Prayer of Jesus.
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Closing Prayer Response	
I Love the Lord, Verse 2. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Arr. Richard Smallwood

The Plymouth Choir

Contemporary Voice Voz Contemporánea	
Childhood’s Retreat, by Robert Duncan 

It’s in the perilous boughs of the tree 
out of blue sky    the wind 
sings loudest surrounding me.

And solitude,    a wild solitude 
‘s reveald,    fearfully,    high    I’d climb 
into the shaking uncertainties,

part out of longing,    part    daring my self, 
part to see that 
widening of the world,    part

to find my own, my secret 
hiding sense and place, where from afar 
all voices and scenes come back

— the barking of a dog,    autumnal burnings,

far calls,    close calls —    the boy I was 
calls out to me 
here the man where I am    “Look!

I’ve been where you

most fear to be.”

Scripture Reading Lectura de las Escrituras . .  .  .  .  .  . Luke 19:1–10
(Dr. Wilda Gafney Translation)	          	                 Read by Dr. Brown

Now Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. There was a man named Zacchaeus and 
he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was seeking to see who Jesus was, but was not 
able to on account of the crowd, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed 
a sycamore to see him, because he was going to pass that way. Now when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your 
house today.” So Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomed him, rejoicing. All who saw it began 
to grumble and said, “To a sinner has he gone to be a guest.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to 
the Messiah, “Look, half of my possessions, Anointed One, to the poor will I give, and if have 
defrauded anyone, I will pay back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a child of Abraham. For the Son of Woman 
came to seek out and to save the lost.”

Robert Duncan 
(1919-1988) was 
an American poet 
associated with the San 
Francisco Renaissance. 
In 1944, he became one 
of the first prominent 
American artists to come 
out as gay.
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Anthem El Himno	
Al Yadil Yadil Yadi  

Palestinian folk song, arranged by John Higgins
 The Plymouth Choir

Sermon Sermón . . . . . . . . . .           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            Rev. Kevin Bechtold

Hymn of Commitment Himno de Compromiso	
We Are Marching in the Light of God (NCH #526). . . . . . . . .         Siyahamba

Verse 2. We are Living in the Light of God

Verse 3. We are Moving in the Power of God
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Benediction Bendición. . . . . .     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Bechtold

Postlude Postludio	
Rigaudon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andre Campra 

Dr. Stephen Price, organ 

Music Note
The composer of today’s Prelude, Emma Lou Diemer (1927–2024), was an American 
composer who wrote many works for orchestra, chamber ensemble, keyboard, voice, chorus, 
and electronic media. She worked throughout her long career to advance creative freedom 
in the musical community.

Announcements 

Creatively Maladjusted Join our 2025 stewardship campaign: Creatively Maladjusted. Your 
financial generosity helps fuel ministries of justice, love, inclusion, music, and worship. Join 
us as we seek to raise $500,000 and embody courageous, creative generosity.

You are Invited to the Alain Locke Initiative Luncheon, 3 pm today in the Lounge. This is a 
time to build a network of supporters dedicated the well-being of gay Black men. The Alain 
Locke Initiative is one of the recipients of our World Communion offering on October 5.

Discovering Vanport Plan now to stay after worship next Sunday, September 21, and hear 
from those who went on a recent trip with Museum Without Walls to learn about the 
destruction of Vanport, Oregon, in 1948. 

A Church that Reads Together Leads Together Purchase your copy of Black Prophetic Fire by 
Cornel West. Discussions of the book will begin this month, so begin reading today! Available 
at Beacon Press: Beacon.org.

Bring School Supplies on Sundays Help more kids start their school year right with the school 
supplies they need most. All donations are appreciated. Leave them in the bin in the Lounge. 
See list of most requested items in the news article at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.

Make a World of Difference Our World Communion Sunday Special Offering on October 5 
will be divided evenly between Neighbors in Need and Alain Locke Initiative. Read more 
in the news article at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.

No Kings! Join the nationwide protest in Seattle on October 18 to make clear we will not be 
intimidated and will stand up for democracy and the rights of all people. Keep checking our 
website and reading the Herald for updates.

Please Remember Plymouth now receives mail at a PO Box instead of our street address. Send 
all postal correspondence to: Plymouth Church UCC / PO Box 21368 / Seattle WA 98111.
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Believing that God’s love transcends all human distinctions,

Plymouth welcomes people of all races and cultures,

of varied social and economic conditions

and regardless of sexual orientation.

We are open and affirming of all people,

and we call all people to the cost and joy of Christian discipleship.


