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Announcements
Members and Visitors in the church building can access 
Plymouth Guest wi-fi network using password: peaceonearth.

They’ll Know Us By Our Love The former sign boards 
outside our building are now pantries for the community, 
filled with food, and comfort items. The pantries provide a 
display of compassion and solidarity with those experiencing 
homelessness or who are under-resourced. Please add comfort 
items, or even notes to remind the reader they are beloved. 

Help Lead Worship The Plymouth Worship Team welcomes 
lay leaders to help with worship, both in person and online. 
Roles include leading litanies, reading Scripture and 
contemporary voices, and assisting as needed on Sundays. If 
you feel called to serve Plymouth and deepen your spiritual 
life by assisting in worship leadership, contact Rev. Kevin 
Bechtold: KBechtold@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.  

Plymouth Cooks Share your favorite recipes with us and be a 
part of the new Plymouth cookbook! Be sure to include the 
list of ingredients and instructions. Send to Robert Turner: 
RTurner@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.

The Plymouth Herald is published every week. Deadline 
is Monday, 10 am, for Wednesday publication. Stay 
current with Plymouth happenings on our website. Join 
us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!   

Register for Spring Summits

Faith Action Network  
staff are moving 

into what we call 
our Spring Outreach 
season, where we get 
to be present at your 
community gatherings 
and denominational 
conferences, and talk 

with you about what happened this legislative session. Most 
importantly, we seek to hear your concerns and priorities for 
what we might do together in the months ahead.

Essential to this outreach is our annual Spring Summits, which 
we’ve scheduled for two Sundays this spring: 3-4:30 pm May 5 
and June 9. We’ve opted to host these summits online to allow 
more people to join and to enable advocates from across the 
state to hear from each other. During this year’s summits, we’ll 
be able to celebrate legislative wins and hear about what is 
needed to move forward next session. Your voices matter to us! 
Last year, many attendees expressed concerns for young people 
and mental health—we heard you and worked with NAMI 
this year to advocate for some important bills that passed!

Please visit FANWA.org for more info and to register.  

Forward Together: Conference 
Annual Meeting April 26-28
Please join us in welcoming Rev. 
Dr. Karen Georgia A. Thompson 
as our keynote speaker. We will 
also welcome new churches 
into our conference and hear 
from representatives from the 
Christian Centre for Justice, 
Peace and Nonviolent Action 
and missionaries from Bogata, 
Colombia, sponsored by Global 
Ministries and our conference. 

Volunteer help is needed and much appreciated. Please visit 
PNCUCC.org for information on volunteering and consider 
assisting with this year’s meeting. Email Arlene@pncucc.org 
before the meeting, or let us know when you arrive on site if 
you are willing to help. We hope to see you there, in person or 
virtually. Please look for more information coming soon.  

Mozart and Friends
Enjoy beloved classics for violin, 
cello, and four-hand piano 7 pm 
Sunday, April 14 at Benaroya 
Hall. Works by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and two friends 
who inspired his work: Josephine 
Aurnhammer and Joseph 
Bologne. Featuring violinist 
Eduardo Rios, cellist Nathan 
Chan, and pianists Joseph 
Williams and Byron Schenkman. 
Tickets at SoundSalonMusic.org/Mozart-and-Friends.  

Melodious Sounds for The Times
Josephine Howell Productions 
presents a musical extravaganza 
that will leave you better than 
when you came. 12:30-2:15 pm 
Sunday, April 21, at Plymouth. 
The program is filled with 
laughter, music, singing, & 
celebrating. Come, treat yourself 
to an afternoon that will revive 
your spirit and comfort your soul.

Special Guest Artist Atlanta-
based musical genius, Collette 

“CC Sunchild” Coward, will gift us with her incredible style and 
brilliant delivery. Musical talents of Josephine Howell & Friends 
are Jake Sele on keys, Medearis Dixson on Sax, Christopher 
Patin on Drums, and more. Don’t miss this experience! Freewill 
offering, no charge to attend.  

New Plymouth UCC PO Box
Please note that Plymouth Church UCC now has a PO 
Box. Effective immediately, please send all future postal 
correspondence to our new mailing address:

Plymouth Church UCC 
P O Box 21368 

Seattle WA 98111 

USPS will forward all mail to the new PO Box during this 
time of transition. No worries! Plymouth Church UCC 
physical address (1217 6th Ave, Seattle WA 98101) remains the 
same as it has been since 1963.  

Sunday at Plymouth
10:30 am Sunday, April 14, 2024 

Worship in the Sanctuary or Online

Third Sunday of Easter 
Sacrament of Communion

Acts 5:12-16 
Rev. Dr. Kelle Brown

11:30 am Coffee Hour, Lounge/Patio

Horizon House residents can ride the charter bus  
to Plymouth on April 14.

Please Note: There will be no Herald the week of April 22. 
Regular weekly publication will resume May 1.

Find links to video stream and worship bulletin and 
participate online at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org. 

If you have personal concerns, you may contact a minister or 
member of the Pastoral Care Team by calling the  
pastoral care line, 206-639-7739, checked daily.

Whether you are a seeker, skeptic, believer  
or somewhere in between on life’s journey,  

you are welcome here. We are grateful for your presence and 
invite you to participate in worship and service  

of Plymouth Church UCC. 

Our Prayers are with... 
Afghan Family (Supported by Plymouth), 
Michelle J. Bennett (Sister of Dawn Bennett), 
Walter Bethel (Friend of Karen Clark), 
Wendy Carpenter (Friend of Jocelyn Coit-
Durland), Bruce Chittick & family (Friend 
of Karen Clark), Mike Correy (Friend of 
Karen Clark), Sue Ellen Daniel (Friend of 

Barb Laski), Mark & JT Edwards, Diane Folkert (Mother-in-law 
of Ara Lawrence), Sally Galliher (Cousin of Doug Stultz), Marni 
Good (Friend of Ricky Powell), Elvis Gordon (Brother of Michael and 
Elizabeth Gordon), Floyd Gossett, Carrie Gossett (Mother of Floyd 
Gossett), Katherine Guthrie, Kay Heekin (Mother-in-Law of Kate 
Forrester), Allie James (Friend of Dawn Bennett), Beta Utu Malae 
(Sister of Robert Malae), Vance McDill, James McDowell (Cousin 
of Jerry Rice), Barbara Miller (Friend of Barb Laski), Dr. Maxine 
Mimms, Ian Nelson (Son of Diane Nelson), Paula Orrego, Nancy 
Parker, Jean and Richard Paul (Parents of Beth Paul-Russell), Mary 
Margaret Pruitt, Jose Robles and Family, Shirley K. Shelley (Aunt of 
Ricky Powell), Elizabeth Thoreson (Sister of Anne Kiemle, sister-in-
law of Kael Sherrard), Irene Wall (Friend of Ruth Williamson)

Our hearts are with the Anne Kiemle, Kael Sherrard, and family on the 
one-year anniversary of the passing of Ruth Kiemle.

bold=newly added. Names will remain on list for six weeks unless requested.

At Plymouth April 26-28: help needed!

7 pm Sunday, April 14 at Benaroya Hall

Josephine Howell, photo by Susan Fried
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Prayers for Peace
This Eastertide and 
beyond, United Church 
of Christ General 
Minister and President 
Rev. Karen Georgia 
Thompson is inviting 
the wider church 
to participate in an 
interactive season of 
prayer. The People’s 

Prayers for Peace initiative is an open invitation to read — and 
write — prayers, which will be posted daily at UCC.org.

“As people of faith, I believe prayers are an important part of our 
discipleship and spiritual practice,” said Thompson. “The People’s 
Prayers for Peace is a call to the church to be intentional in praying 
together for the many places where we seek justice and change in 
our world. Our actions and advocacy follow on our commitment 
to pray — time set aside to be in conversation with God and to be 
present in the world with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.”

The call for prayers 
comes amid ongoing war 
and violence globally 
as well as continued 
social issues and injustice 
in the United States. 
“We are all praying for 
many things,” Thompson said. “We pray for those who lack 
the resources to f lourish, we are praying for our families and 
friends, praying for our communities, and we are praying for 
peace in the world. We are praying daily. This is a time for us 
to be reminded we are not alone in our desire to see change in 
the world. Our collective voices in prayer can make a difference. 
This is an act of faith.”

Prayers will be collected and shared daily throughout the 
remainder of 2024 and into 2025, culminating in General 
Synod 35 in Kansas City next summer. Thompson noted that — 
while any day can and should be a day for prayer — prayers are 
particularly needed in the world right now.

“General Synod 2025 was identified as a time when we could 
focus on this season of prayer and share in reading the prayers 
received,” she said, and invited anyone within the UCC 
or beyond to participate by submitting a prayer. Because, 
ultimately, prayer is what brings Christians together. 

“Today is always a good day to pray,” Thompson noted. “We ask 
for prayers. We support each other in prayer. The time to pray is 
today. There is no end to our prayer together.”

Share prayers at UCC.org/Peoples-Prayers-For-Peace.  

Explore Deaf History
National Deaf History 
Month is celebrated from 
March 13 through April 
15 to commemorate the 
achievements of people who 
are deaf and hard of hearing. 
The time frame is spread 
across March and April in 
recognition of three turning 
points in deaf education 
history dating back to the early 1800s. 

On April 15, 1817, America’s first public school for the deaf 
was opened. On April 8, 1864, Gallaudet University — the 
world’s first institution dedicated to advanced education for the 
deaf and hard of hearing — was officially founded. And more 
than 100 years later, on March 13, 1988, Gallaudet hired its 
first deaf president in response to its students’ Deaf President 
Now movement. 

The National Association of the Deaf (NAD) first introduced 
National Deaf History Month in 1997 and, in 2006, the 
American Library Association partnered with NAD in 
supporting and spreading awareness of this celebration. Congress 
has not designated any part of it as a federally recognized holiday 
despite ongoing advocacy efforts toward this goal.

Celebrate this history through the information and resources at 
InsightIntoDiversity.com/National-Deaf-History-Month.  

Help America Vote
The Our Faith Our Vote 
Campaign — an initiative of 
the UCC’s Office of Public 
Policy and Advocacy in 
Washington, DC — formed 
a partnership in 2022 with 
Power the Polls, a nonpartisan 
organization launched in 2020 
to address a nationwide poll 
worker shortage. 

As the UCC’s nonpartisan election engagement campaign, 
Our Faith Our Vote offers resources for voter registration, issue 
education, voter mobilization and more. Since the partnership 
began, many UCC members have signed up to be poll workers 
through the UCC’s link with Power the Polls.  

Organizers are hoping to engage even more poll volunteers for 
2024, due to the increased turnout for presidential elections. 
Becoming a poll worker is one of the most important ways to 
engage in the election process. You can sign up to be a poll 
worker at PowerThePolls.com/UCC.  

Thank You!
Thank you to all who 
participated in the Plymouth 
Immigration Ministry Team’s 
Lenten Gift Card Collection. 
Over $1157 in gift cards were 
donated. We are grateful for 
your generosity which will 
make a huge difference in 
meeting the needs of our 
families. —Anne Kiemle for the 
Immigration Ministry Team  

Be the Church
Covenant giving also 
includes your time and 
using your gifts. There are 
many tasks that you can 
do. Training provided if 
needed. Here are a few 
volunteer tasks. Contact 
Toni Arthur, TArthur@
PlymouthChurchSeattle.org, 
to get started:

•	 Participate in money counting after worship

•	 Prepare communion (first Sundays)

•	 Become a greeter on Sundays and special events

•	 Answer phones 2 days a week from 10 am-2 pm

•	 Clean/declutter (short-term commitment)

•	 Serve food and refreshments on needed occasions  

Scam Alert!
We get periodic alerts 
about emails from 
persons claiming to 
be Plymouth clergy, 
sending what looks 
like a personal request 
for financial assistance 
on a project or private 
matter. Beware of these 
“spoof emails.” Those who respond are asked for money, or the 
message has a computer virus attached.

No one from the Plymouth Church UCC staff will ever 
send requests for financial or other personal assistance. 
Please pay attention to the email address from which the request 
is being sent, do not respond and do not click any attachments. 
If you have questions or concerns, or receive suspicious 
communication claiming to be from staff or clergy, contact the 
church office: Info@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org.  

Autism Acceptance: NeuroClastic
NeuroClastic  is a collective 
of Autistic people responsive 
to the evolving needs and 
trajectory of the Autistic 
community. By publishing 
autistic voices, we are 
cataloguing the intersectional 
experiences, insights, 
knowledge, talents, and 
creative pursuits of Autistics. 
We follow a unique model of interdependence, leveraging the 
passions, skills, and specializations of contributors to create 
a living repository of information encompassing the autistic 
experience. What NeuroClastic is about:

•	 We aim for a future that is more accepting, accommodating, 
and empowering for autistic people. Our organization 
platforms autistic voices, prioritizing those who are 
underrepresented in autistic self-advocacy, and our 
contributors create free, accessible resources for autistic 
people and non-autistic parents, educators, service providers, 
partners, and other people who interact with autistic people.

•	 We strive to create a counter-point to messaging about 
autism that presents the autistic neurotype as a disease or 
disorder or a checklist of deficits. Our content, written 
by autistic people who humanize autism by sharing their 
experiences and perspectives with others.

•	 We believe if people will take the time to learn from 
autistics, they will take that understanding and apply it 
to their interactions, unpack their prejudices, unlearn 
unhealthy approaches, and adopt a better-informed 
paradigm that sees autistic people as whole, thinking, 
feeling, empathetic, and autonomous people deserving of the 
same privilege, rights, and dignities afforded to others.

•	 We hope to build upon and accelerate the momentum 
that activists and visionaries for human rights have been 
fueling for all of human history. We are the embodiment 
of that movement in the spirit of self-advocacy. We seek to 
empower neurodivergents to better know themselves, to 
connect with others, to network, to be validated, to lend 
their voices, and to contribute to the empowerment of other 
marginalized populations.

•	 We create tangible resources to support readers in 
understanding what it means to be autistic, those seeking 
diagnosis, advocating for a child’s rights in education, 
seeking equal opportunity in employment settings, finding 
a path to a sustainable and rewarding life, obtaining 
therapeutic supports, and managing the struggles unique to 
the autistic neurotype. 

Visit NeuroClastic.com to learn more and get involved.  

“This is a time for us to be 
reminded we are not alone in 
our desire to see change in the 
world. Our collective voices in 
prayer can make a difference.”

No one on Plymouth staff will ever solicit money from you.


