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VIDEO: Nova Scotia musician with
Cape Breton roots playing away for
Cirque du Soleil
Elizabeth Patterson (elizabeth.patterson@cbpost.com) Published: 5 hours
ago

This is artwork from the latest Brad Reid album,

SYDNEY — When one lifelong dream was accomplished, multi-
instrumentalist Brad Reid moved seamlessly onto the next.

Last year, Reid, 40, who has a music degree from St. Francis Xavier
University in jazz saxophone, applied to Cirque du Soleil to become one of
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contract came up to be renewed I decided that I didn’t want to keep going
with it because I thought maybe it wasn’t ultimately what I wanted to do and
then I left.

“And it just happened that within a few weeks, the tour ended up being shut
down because of COVID.”

Leaving Cirque brought him back to another dream that hails back to his
musical roots in Cape Breton.

Although born in Halifax and now residing in Dartmouth, Reid’s parents were
from Cape Breton and his grandfather was noted Cheticamp fiddler Henry
LeForte.

Even though saxophone was his first instrument, he also plays the fiddle,
inspired by his grandfather.
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Brad Reid holds his fiddle, one of many instruments he plays on his most recent album, “NEW Scotland,” which will

be launched in this month. - Elizabeth Patterson

“He was one of my main influences for the fiddle,” he said. “He was my
mentor.”

With that for inspiration, Reid will be launching his latest album, “NEW
Scotland,” during a mini-tour through Nova Scotia and P.E.I. this month. He
will be launching the album Nov. 19 at Sydney’s Old Triangle and in
Charlottetown on Nov. 28, also at the Old Triangle. A Nov. 12 performance at
Halifax’s Carleton has already sold-out so there will be another show there
Jan. 9.

The album features traditional tunes and some Reid originals, influenced by





2020-11-06, 5:35 PMVIDEO: Nova Scotia musician with Cape Breton roots playing away for …que du Soleil | Local-Lifestyles | Lifestyles | The Chronicle Herald

Page 6 of 6https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/lifestyles/local-lifestyles/vid…w1JTkNM2seFgiQQ-SAr7q6nfMdqkVdAsn-wTHyFr5BuR1M#Echobox=1604688953

It’s not every job that allows you to combine your music and skating skills as multi-instrumentalist Brad Reid found

out when he joined the Cirque du Soleil show, “Crystal.” Reid is shown here playing saxophone while skating. -

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL CRYSTAL

Elizabeth Patterson is the culture reporter at the Cape Breton Post.


