
Balsam 
 

C O M M I P H O R A  O P O B A L S A M U M
 

N O T E

Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia and Sudan

aThere are several different varieties of balsam that are used in aromatherapy. This type
derives from the C. Opobalsamum bush, which produces a fragrant resin that was a popular
herbal remedy in ancient times.

Dry distillation of the crude resin

Resin

C O U N T R Y  O F  O R I G I N

C H E M I C A L  F A M I L Y

A R O M A

E X T R A C T I O N  M E T H O D

P L A N T  P A R T

B O T A N I C A L  F A M I L Y Burseraceae

The main components of the plant are α-cadinol, α-
calacorene and terpinen-4-ol

Sweet, woody, balsamic scent

Base

Generally non-toxic, although may cause skin sensitization if used in large quantities.
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I N F E R T I L I T YR E P R O D U C T I V E  

 B O D Y  S Y S T E M S  ( C O N T . )

R E F E R E N C E S :
1 .  E V I D E N C E - B A S E D  E S S E N T I A L  O I L  T H E R A P Y ,  D R .  S C O T T  A .  J O H N S O N ,  2 0 1 5 ,  S C O T T  A .
J O H N S O N  P R O F E S S I O N A L  W R I T I N G  S E R V I C E S ,  L L C
2 .  M O D E R N  E S S E N T I A L S ,  A  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  G U I D E  T O  T H E  T H E R A P E U T I C  U S E  O F  E S S E N T I A L
O I L S ,  S E V E N T H  E D I T I O N  2 0 1 5 ,  A R O M A  T O O L S
3 .  T H E  E S S E N T I A L  L I F E ,  A  S I M P L E  G U I D E  T O  L I V I N G  T H E  W E L L N E S S  L I F E S T Y L E ,  2 0 1 5 ,  T O T A L
W E L L N E S S  P U B L I S H I N G ,  L L C
4 .  N A H A  H T T P S : / / N A H A . O R G / E X P L O R E - A R O M A T H E R A P Y / S A F E T Y / G E N E R A L - S A F E T Y -
G U I D E L I N E S
5 .  E S S E N T I A L  O I L  S A F E T Y ,  R O B E R T  T I S S E R A N D  A N D  R O D N E Y  Y O U N G ,  S E C O N D  E D I T I O N  2 0 1 4 ,
E L S E V I E R  B O O K S

C O L D S  A N D  C O U G H SR E S P I R A T O R Y  

https://naha.org/explore-aromatherapy/safety/general-safety-guidelines

