
                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Bird Flu A Looming Threat And A Promising Solution 

Bird flu, scientifically known as avian influenza, has emerged as a persistent threat to the global 
poultry industry, causing massive financial losses and disruptions. Over the past five years, the 
poultry sector has experienced staggering financial setbacks totaling $10 billion worldwide. In this 
technical blog, we will delve into the intricacies of bird flu, examining its impact on farmers and 
consumers. We will also explore a recent case study involving  Sunrise Farms, and investigate 
how hypochlorous acid, specifically Danolyte, is emerging as a groundbreaking solution in the fight 
against avian influenza.

Understanding Bird Flu 
Bird flu, also known as avian influenza, is a highly contagious viral disease that primarily affects 
birds, particularly poultry. Caused by influenza A viruses, bird flu can be categorized into two main 
types: 

Low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI), this milder form often causes no or mild symptoms in 
infected birds, and although it can affect egg production, it rarely leads to death. 

The highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), is the aggressive form and can be devastating, 
causing severe illness, internal bleeding, and death in up to 90% of infected birds. The H5N1 and 
H7N9 strains of HPAI have been particularly concerning in recent years, leading to significant 
outbreaks and raising concerns about transmission to humans. Transmission of the virus can occur 
through direct contact with infected birds, their droppings, or contaminated surfaces.

Financial Impact on the Poultry Industry 
The financial implications of bird flu (avian influenza) on poultry farmers can be severe and 
multifaceted. Here are some key aspects that contribute to the financial challenges faced by 
poultry farmers during and after a bird flu outbreak:

Culling Costs 
One of the primary responses to bird flu outbreaks is the culling of infected birds and those in close 
proximity. Farmers face immediate financial losses as a result of losing their entire flocks or a 
significant portion of them. Culling not only results in the loss of current stock but also reduces the 
overall productivity of the farm. This leads to a decline in the number of eggs or meat produced, 
impacting revenue.

Biosecurity Investments 
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To prevent the spread of the virus, farmers may need to invest in upgrading biosecurity measures 
on their farms. This can include improving facilities, implementing stricter hygiene protocols, and 
enhancing disease monitoring systems. The implementation of biosecurity measures may disrupt 
regular farm operations, leading to additional costs and logistical challenges.

Rebuilding Costs 
Farmers may face additional costs associated with restocking their farms, including acquiring new 
birds and ensuring they meet biosecurity standards. The rebuilding process may occur in a market 
with fluctuating prices, further impacting the financial stability of farmers.

Financial Impact to Consumers 
The financial implications for consumers from bird flu (avian influenza) outbreaks are mainly driven 
by changes in market dynamics, supply and demand fluctuations, and potential shifts in consumer 
behavior. Here are some key factors that can impact consumers financially:

Price Increases 
Bird flu outbreaks can lead to disruptions in the poultry supply chain, resulting in decreased poultry 
production. With a reduced supply of poultry products, prices may increase due to the basic 
economic principle of supply and demand.

Shift to Alternative Protein Sources 
Concerns about bird flu contamination can lead consumers to shift their preferences away from 
poultry products. As a result, there may be an increased demand for alternative protein sources, 
such as beef, pork, fish, or plant-based proteins. This shift in consumer preferences can influence 
market dynamics, potentially leading to increase in the prices of alternative protein sources.

Consumer Confidence Impact 
Bird flu outbreaks can raise concerns about the safety of poultry products among consumers. If 
consumers perceive a higher risk of contamination, they may reduce their consumption of poultry, 
impacting the poultry industry’s revenue.

Trade Restrictions Impact 
International trade of poultry products can be affected by bird flu outbreaks, leading to restrictions 
on imports. This limitation in the variety and availability of poultry products may influence consumer 
choices and prices.

Impact on Restaurant and Food Service Industry 
In response to changes in consumer preferences and supply chain challenges, restaurants and 
food service establishments may adjust their menus. This adaptation could lead to changes in 
pricing and consumer spending habits.

                                                                                                                                                                                     



                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Economic Ripple Effects 
Poultry industry challenges can have broader economic effects, including potential job losses in 
the industry and related sectors. This, in turn, can impact consumer spending capacity.

It’s important to note that the financial implications for consumers can vary based on the severity 
and duration of bird flu outbreaks, the effectiveness of containment measures, and the overall 
resilience of the food supply chain. Clear communication, transparency, and effective public health 
measures can help mitigate the impact on consumer confidence and behavior.

A Recent Case Study: Sunrise Farms and the Drastic Measure 
In a recent article on voanews.com, Sunrise Farms, for example, recently faced a devastating 
scenario, exemplifying the severity of bird flu outbreaks. In an effort to prevent the disease from 
spreading to other farms in Sonoma County, north of San Francisco, Sunrise Farms had to make a 
heartbreaking decision. The company slaughtered its entire flock of egg-laying hens — a 
staggering 550,000 birds. This extreme measure underscores the urgent need for effective 
strategies to combat the spread of avian influenza.

Hypochlorous Acid: A Potent Tool 
Amidst the challenges posed by bird flu, a promising solution emerges in hypochlorous acid 
(HOCl). This naturally occurring compound, produced by our own white blood cells as part of the 
immune system, is a potent broad-spectrum antimicrobial agent. HOCl effectively neutralizes 
bacteria, viruses, and fungi through multiple mechanisms. It disrupts their cell membranes, 
oxidizes vital proteins and nucleic acids, and prevents them from replicating. Studies have shown 
the efficacy of HOCl against avian influenza viruses, including H5N1 and H7N9. By targeting the 
virus’s outer protein coat, hypochlorous acid can neutralize it, preventing the spread of the virus. 
This makes hypochlorous acid a valuable tool in controlling the spread of bird flu in poultry 
facilities.

Danolyte Hypochlorous Acid for Avian Influenza Defense 
Danolyte, a leading hypochlorous acid solution, has gained attention as a frontline defense against 
avian influenza. It stands out as a safe, non corrosive, low-toxic, and environmentally 
friendly cleaning water suitable for various applications including cleaning of poultry coops, non 
porous hard surfaces, and equipment at poultry farms. Regular spraying or fogging with Danolyte 
can help keep areas clean and safe.

Toxicity 
Disinfectants containing Volatile Organic Compounds, halogenated VOCs, and Quaternary 
Ammonium Compounds (QACs) are considered toxic, requiring personal protective equipment. 
VOCs are known to release harmful chemicals into the air, leading to respiratory issues, eye 
irritation, and other health concerns. QACs can contribute to antimicrobial resistance, raising long-
term health implications. By opting for Danolyte, employees need little to no personal equipment 
and contribute to a safer environment with reduced air pollution and minimized long-term health 
risks.
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Cost Savings 
Danolyte can help farmers minimize the need for costly veterinary interventions by utilizing best 
practices. This in turn can reduce the need for extensive culling, minimizing financial losses for 
farmers.

Improved production 
Healthier birds may lay more eggs and reach market weight faster, boosting farm productivity and 
profitability.

Conclusion 
Bird flu continues to pose a formidable threat to the poultry industry, resulting in substantial 
financial losses, operational disruptions, and global food security. The case of Sunrise Farms 
illustrates the drastic measures that may be necessary to contain the spread of the virus. 
Hypochlorous acid, exemplified by products like Danolyte, offers a promising solution. Moreover, 
its environmental benefits and cost-effectiveness positions it as a crucial asset in the battle against 
avian influenza, providing a beacon of hope for a more resilient and sustainable poultry industry.

                                                                                                                                                                                     


